
Macroeconomics: Short Write 1 

Taking the Measure of a Country 

 

What this paper is about?  GDP, inflation rates and the unemployment rate are the primary 

measures of a country’s economic performance.  But as we saw with the SPI TED talk by Michael 

Green we can (and maybe should) consider many more variables when assessing a country.   In 

this paper you will identify your key elements for measuring an economy.  Everyone must 

include the three primary ones and then pick three additional statistics.  What do you think is 

important? The environment, health, opportunity, innovation – how could you measure that?  It 

may be one of the ones we looked at or different ones.   The next page has measurement 

options by category as well as a website to learn more. 

Yea but, specifically what will I write?  In your paper you need to explain the elements of each 

measure, what it measures and the data’s limitations. On the options page I have included links 

to sites with relevant information.  You may have to click around a bit on those pages to get the 

most current numbers and explanations for the measure.  For example, clicking on the title in 

the World Factbook can give you the elements of each measure and why it is useful.  What you 

put in your paper must be in your own words or appropriately quoted.  You will have to think of 

limitations on your own. 

What indicators? The indicators listed are just a starting point.  By browsing around on each site 

you may find an indicator you prefer.  Be sure to include a source for each indicator you choose.  

A parenthetical or in-text citation is enough. For example, “The OECD measures primary school 

completion rate as the number of children attending through grade 6” or “Primary school goes 

from 1st to 8th grade (OECD)” There is no need for a Reference page.  I know where you have 

been. If you go somewhere else give me a full website or book reference for that. 

Is that all? Finally, for each of the measures you include give the most current statistic for the 

United States and for a comparison country.  Be sure to include the year of your statistic.  For 

example, the identify theft rate in the US for 2013 was 3.8 for every 100,000 citizens (World 

Bank). The comparison country can be any country of your choosing.  Initially choose a few 

comparison countries to gather data on as you go.  Then you can decide which one to use in 

your paper after you have your data.  The reason for starting with a few is the not all countries 

will have all the data you are looking for. 

 

 

  



Health Life Expectancy, CIA World Factbook 
Infant Mortality, CIA World Factbook 
Health Care Expeditures as % of GDP, CIA World Factbook 
Suicide Rates, World Health Organization (WHO) 
 

Safety Intentional Homicide Rate per 100,000, World Bank click on ‘databank’ for 
actual rate 
Incarceration Rate, World Prison Brief from the International Centre for Prison 
Studies 
Victimization Rates,  
Military Spending as % of GDP, CIA World Factbook 
 

Education Expected Years of Schooling,  CIA World Factbook 
Science Performance of 15 year-olds, Organization for Economic Co-operation 
& Development (OECD) 
Primary and Secondary Enrollment Rates, 
College Completion,   

Democracy Voter turnout as % of registered or as % of adult pop, Pew Research Center 
Percent of Women in the lower parliamentary/Representative Body, World 
Bank Click on ‘databank’ for actual percentage – first table is explanation and 
ranking. 
Corruption Index, World Bank 

Equality Gini Index, CIA World Factbook Economics 
Population Below Poverty Line,  CIA World Factbook Economics 
Income share held by the highest 10%, World Bank 

Economics R&D Expenditure as part of GDP, World Bank 
Ease of starting a new business, World Bank 
Public Debt, CIA World Factbook Economics 
Corporate tax rates, World Bank 
Labor Productivity and Utilisation, OECD 

Environment Mortality Attributable to Air Pollution, WHO 
CO2 emissions from consumption of energy, CIA World Factbook Environment 
CO2 emissions per capita, World Bank 
Renewable electricity output, World Bank 

General Resources World Bank Indicator Database   
CIA World Factbook 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
World Health Organization 
 

Indicators Social Progress Indicator TED talk 
Social Progress Indicator definitions 
 
 

 

  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.MHSUICIDE?lang=en
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VC.IHR.PSRC.P5
http://www.prisonstudies.org/highest-to-lowest/prison_population_rate?field_region_taxonomy_tid=All
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/science-performance-pisa/indicator/english_91952204-en?isPartOf=/content/indicatorgroup/d3c1c3ea-en
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/06/u-s-voter-turnout-trails-most-developed-countries/
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SG.GEN.PARL.ZS
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IQ.CPA.TRAN.XQ
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&country=&series=SI.DST.10TH.10&period=
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/GB.XPD.RSDV.GD.ZS
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.REG.PROC
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.TAX.TOTL.CP.ZS/countries
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/labour-productivity-and-utilisation/indicator/english_02c02f63-en?isPartOf=/content/indicatorgroup/0bb009ec-en
http://apps.who.int/gho/indicatorregistry/App_Main/view_indicator.aspx?iid=2259
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/reports.aspx?source=2&country=&series=EG.ELC.RNEW.ZS&period=
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.TAX.TOTL.CP.ZS/countries
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/us.html
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/statistics
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.MHSUICIDE?lang=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_green_what_the_social_progress_index_can_reveal_about_your_country#t-382590
http://www.socialprogressimperative.org/data/spi/definitions


Content 2 1 0  

GDP Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

Unemployment 
Rate 

Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

Inflation Rate Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

New 1 Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

New 2 Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

New 3 Correctly defines element, 
what it measures and why 
including it. 

Includes statistic for US 
and comparison country 

Partially correct description 
of element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Includes statistic for US and 
comparison country 

Incorrectly defines 
element, what it 
measures and limitations. 

Does not include statistic 
for US and comparison 
country 

 

Form 4 3 2 1-0 

Organization  

& Mechanics 

-Thesis  

-Transitions 
-Conclusion 
-Grammar 
-Spelling 

-Thesis is clearly stated.  

-Transitions are used and 

paper flows. 

-Conclusion links back to 

intro and is supported by 

the rest of the paper. 

-Writing is polished with 

few to no errors in 

punctuation, grammar and 

spelling. 

-Introduction and thesis 

present 

-Paragraphs have topic 

sentences 

-Transitions & 

conclusion present 

-Paper shows evidence of 

proof reading with few 

errors. 

-Introduction cursory 

-Few connections 

between paragraphs 

-Difficult to find the main 

idea within paragraphs 

-Enough errors to 

interfere with reader’s 

comprehension. 

-Missing introduction and 

thesis 

-Little to no connection 

between paragraphs 

-Essay ends with no wrap 

up  

-Paper shows lack of 

proofreading.  There are so 

many errors it is difficult to 

read. 



Name  Comparison Country:  

Outline 4 3 2 1-0 

Outline 

 

-Outline worksheet 

completely filled in with 

appropriate quotes 

-Outline mostly 

completed with mostly 

appropriate quotes 

-Outline partially filled 

in with a few 

appropriate quotes 

-No outline 

 

I. Introduction [Not necessary for outline] 

a. Measure name 

b. What is included 

c. Why this will be a more complete picture 

d. Choose a comparison country and give your rationale 

 

II. GDP 

a. What it measures 

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country,  

 

III. Inflation Rate 

a. What it measures 

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country 

 

IV. Unemployment Rate 

a. What it measures 

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country 

 

V. New 1: _______________________________ 

a. What it measures  

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country 

 

VI. New 2: _______________________________ 

a. What it measures 

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country 

 

VII. New 3: _______________________________ 

a. What it measures  

b. Why include it 

c. US # and comparison country 

 

VIII. Conclusion [Not necessary for outline] 

a. Include an explanation of how and why including your 3 new measures gives a more complete picture of 

a country by referring to the data for the US and your comparison country. 

 


