
Poverty Statistics Quiz 

1. The family poverty rate is the number of all US families in living below the poverty income cutoff 
($25,000ish for a family of 4).  In 2012, what was the family poverty rate? 

 A 7% B 12% C 16% D 18.5% 
 

  

2. What percent of all US Hispanics earn less than the poverty income cutoff? 

 A 14% B 16% C 21% D 28% 
 

 For 2012 10>7% of all white, not Hispanic were below poverty income levels.  25.8% of black 
individuals, 16.7% of Asian or Pacific Islanders and 27.8% of those identifying as Hispanic.   
 

3. What percent of all those who earn less than the poverty income cutoff are white? 

 A 8% B 21% C 30% D 43% 
 

 Of all those below the poverty level cut-off: 43% are White, Not Hispanic; 21% are black; 6% of 
all those poor are Asian and 30% are Hispanic   

4. What percent of all those under age 18 live in a household earning less than the poverty cutoff 
rate? 

 A 4% B 18% C 22% D 33% 
 

         

5. Which area rural, suburban or urban has the highest poverty rate? 

 A Rural B Suburban C Urban D  
 

         

6. The poverty rate among those not having a high school degree is: 

 A 4% B 11% C 15.3% D 27% 
 

  4% of those with a college degree or more are in poverty.  13% of those with hs degree or 
GED and 10% of those with an associates degree or some college. 

7. TANF is the program that gives assistance to families with dependent children.  Of those families 
receiving that aid what percent have only one child? 

 A 8% B 25% C 33% D 50% 
 

  Less than 8% of families receiving TANF – Temporary Assistance for Needy Families – have 
more than 3 children.   The average number of children per TANF recipient family is 1.8. 

8. There are over 90 federal programs to assist lower-income Americans, everything from housing 
and energy assistance to education loans, food aid and Medicaid, what percent of the federal 
budget is spent on these programs? 

 A 10% B 16% C 24% D 31% 
 

  Medicaid is 40% of all low-income spending.  This does not include spending by state and 
local governments.   

9. SNAP – Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program – was distributed to how many Americans in 
2011?  



 A 1 in 2 B 1 in 4 C 1 in 7 D 1 in 15 
 

         

10. SNAP and TANF require able-bodied recipients to work. 

 A True B False C  D  
 
 

  TANF is limited to 5 years.  SNAP is limited to 3 months per 36 month periods for adults with 
no dependents unless they are working at least 20 hours per week or attending training.   

   

  Data from the Census Bureau, GAO and Congressional Research Service.   

 


